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George Burrows, Esq., M.D., called in, and further examined.
856. Sir J. Graham.1-Is it not a matter of the last impart-

ance, that in large cities and towns there should be consult-
ing surgeons and physicians who have acquired greater emi-
nence than the ordinary level, and who, in particular cases of
great difficulty, may give advice founded upon their enlarged
experience and knowledge ?-It is a great advantage to the
public, that there should be men of that class, and it is of
great advantage to our profession, that there should be men
of that class.

857. Do you consider that the existence of the College of
Physicians and the College of Surgeons in London does give
security to the public of the permanent continuance of such
men ?-I do; as far as I have had experience in the college,
we have but one view, and that is, to maintain a high standard
of education among that class of men who would take the
rank of physicians.

858. Have such physicians and surgeons been wanting in
London, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, throughout the last century,
under existing institutions ?-They have not only not been wanting,
but they have beenfou2id in large numbers. I have never resided
in Edinburgh or Glasgow; I only know the gentlemen there by
repute; but from their holding public appointments, such as pro-
fessorships, and from their works, I estimate their abilities and
their literary productions very highly.

859. Dr. Cullen and Dr. Gregory ?-Yes, and Drs. Aber-
crombie, Christison, and Alison.

860. Mr. Dennistonn.]-Do you know whether at this
moment there is a single pure surgeon or physician in Glas-
gow?-l do not know anything about Glasgow, except that I
have spent a few days there, to see the place.

861. Do you know Dr. Burns by reputation ?-Yes, I have
heard of him, and I know his productions; he is highly
esteemed.
862. Do you know that he is a medical practitioner?-I

suppose he is; but I believe he holds an appointment as a
professor.

863. Mr. Wakley.]- With reference to the questions which
have been asked you, do you know whether it has ever been
proposed in Parliament, that the minds of medical men
should be equalized throughout the kingdom; has such a
project ever been set on foot ?-I do not know whether it wasintended that they should be stultified, or rarefied, or what,
but I think such an idea can never have entered anybody’s
mind.

865-6. Do you think that the attainments of a general
practitioner ought to be less than the attainments of a phy-
sician ?&mdash;Yes, in particular points.

867. Will you mention those; you have mentioned some:
pathology ?&mdash;Yes, and the higher parts of physiology.

868. You mean minute physiology ? - Yes; and perhaps
also in animal chemistry, and also in general literary know-
ledge particularly.

869. Have you with you the qualifications which you now
require in the College of Physicians of your candidates ?-No,
I have not.

870. Can you mention them to the committee?-I could
obtain them for the committee ; there is an officer of the
college I think in attendance, who might furnish them, if it
was an important point.

871. Can you account for the education of the physicians
being so superior from there not being more of them, andtheir being more sought after by the public ?-I think that
they are sought after by the public.

873. What proportion do you suppose the physicians prac-
tising in London bear to the general practitioners ?-About
one in ten perhaps.
874. Are half the phvsicians practising in London belonging

to your college?- should think so; I do not of course know
all who are practising, or anything like all who are not mem-
bers of the college.

875. On what subject do you now examine the extra-licen-
tiates, which are not included in the examinations at Apothe-
caries’ Hall 1-1 have nothing to do with the examinations
of the extra-licentiates; I was never present at any examina-
tion of an extra-licentiate, and therefore I cannot answer the
question.

877. Do you examine the licentiates?-Yes.
878. On what subjects are the licentiates examined, which

are not included in the examinations at Apothecaries’ Hall ?-
They are examined as to their literary qualifications much
more extensively; and they are examined as to their previous
education.

879. What is the extent of their examination relative to
general literature they have placed before them, for three
successive days, passages from Latin and Greek authors,
which they are required to translate, and they are also re-
quired to answer one of the questions in Latin on paper; and
they have also three vivid voce or oral examinations, when
some medical classical work is placed before them, either a
Latin or Greek classic; and in each of those examinations,
they are required to translate passages in the presence of the
president and the censors; and also, in the course of the
examination, the president and censors, whenever they think
proper, put a question in Latin, and require an answer in
Latin.

880. With regard to general literature, the examination
merely refers to a knowledge of the two dead languages ?-
Only that; we judge of their knowledge of the English lan-
guage, of course, from their composition in their replies to
the questions.

881. One question is answered in Latin ?&mdash;Yes; they are
told to answer one question in Latin in the written answers,
and they may have an indefinite number of questions in
Latin in the oral examination.

882. It is stated that occasionally in the oral examination,
a question is put in Latin of only three or four words, and
that the answer is equally short ?-The question may be very
long, and if it is understood, the answer to it may be very
short; or the question may be very short, and the answer-
long, where the individual is told to describe a particular
thing.

883. To what extent does your examination go in anatomy?
-It goes to the very deepest subjects in anatomy; to what is
called general anatomy and microscopic anatomy, and also to
animal chemistry as part of anatomy.

884. Do you think that the examiners would reject any
candidate in consequence of his deficiency in a knowledge of
anatomy ?&mdash;Yes; I remember one very recently, who was re"
jected on account of his want of a knowledge of anatomy:
but we seldom reject a candidate on account of his want of
knowledge upon one subject; we give the man a chance by,
examining him upon other points, in order to see whether he
has a profound knowledge on those other subjects.

885. Had not the person who was rejected recently, been
long engaged in practice ?-We have recently rejected a gen-
tleman, but I do not know if he had been for some time en-
gaged in practice.

886. Was he an extra-licentiate ?-Yes, he was an extra-
licentiate when he came before the censors.

887. He is now by the college admitted to be qualified to
practise beyond seven miles from London, but the college
has also declared him to be disqualified from practising within
seven miles of London ?-The college did not declare him to
be qualified to practise beyond seven miles of London, be-
cause the elects are quite separate from the college; they
are not elected by the college; the college have no control.
over them.

888. The elects are an examining body?-Yes; they are
constituted by the Act confirming the charter an examining
body.

889. How many are there 3-Eight : but the examining
body constituted by the college are the president and censors.

890. Does the president sit at the Board when the exami-
nation is conducted before the elects ?-I was never present;
but I believe he usually does, but not always.

891. Then a gentleman examined by the elects, and who
had obtained his licence to practise, has been rejected by the
censors as not being qualified to practise ?-I am not aware
that he had been for years in practice in London. I did not
know the individual that I presume you allude to, before he
anneared a tthe censnrR’ board.
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892. You examine in minute anatomy ?&mdash;Yes. 
’

893. You do not examine on surgery ?-No ; we require
that the individual should give us evidence of having attended
lectures on surgery.

894. You examine on pathology ?-Yes, very extensively in
pathology.

895. Do you examine on animal chemistry ?-Yes.
896. Is there any fellow of the college who is a lecturer on

animal chemistry ?-I cannot say at this moment. Animal
chemistry is not a subject which is lectured upon in England
in a separate course; it is given partly in lectures on che-
mistry, and partly in lectures on general anatomy and phy.
siology.

897. Your examinations are conducted in secret, I believe 1
- No, they are not in secret, inasmuch as any fellow of the
eollege who wishes may attend at the examinations.

898. Licentiates may not be present ?-No.
899. Do you determine on the admission or rejection of a

,candidate by ballot?-Yes,we determine the question whether
- er not we should recommend the college to admit him by ballot.

900. What letters of testimonial do you require before you
admit a candidate for examination ? 1- the individual must
be of twenty-six years of age complete, and he must have
been bonc&icirc; fide five years engaged in medical studies, three
years of which must have been spent in some great hospital
having duly-appointed physicians and surgeons; and then he
must have attended certain courses of lectures, which are
enumerated; and he must also give proof, at the censors’
board, of his general preliminary education, and also of his
good moral character.

902. What proof of preliminary education do you require?
-The proofs have varied at different times: under our pre-
sent regulations, with a view to secure something that we can
safely act upon, we require proof of a degree in medicine ac-
4quired at some university; and there is the examination,
which I before adverted to, in the dead languages.

903. A degree in medicine at some British university ?-
No, a foreign university would do, provided the individual
had been five years pursuing medical studies, and three of
those years in hospital practice.

904. You are satisfied if his medical education commences
at twenty-one ?&mdash;We should be satisfied if his medical edu-
cation commenced at twenty-one, but we do not specify any
particular time; we think that the age of twenty-six, being
the lowest age at which persons can be admitted for exami-
nation as physicians, gives us a security of the individual
having had sufficient time to pursue a general education as
well as an extended professional education.

905. Then, in fact, the time expended in the education of
an apothecary is greater than that required by your regula-
tions for a physician ?-No, I should say that it is not more
than half.

90!’. You believe that not more than five years, as the
rule, are expended by candidates for the licence at Apothe-
caries’ Hall, in the completing of their medical studies ?-
Certainly ; and I believe in some cases it is less; I believe
that the apprenticeship is even evaded further than that;
that many parents have an understanding with the general
practitioners with whom their children are placed, and that
they allow them to remain a longer time at school before
they commence their apprenticeship, so that the time that
the apprentice spends with the general practitioner is some-
times limited to a year, or two years at the outside.

908. Is there any branch of the inquiry which you are now
- enforcing in the College of Physicians, with respect to licen-
tiates and extra-licentiates, which you consider ought not to
be enforced in the examination of candidates for the diploma
of the College of Surgeons, or the licence of Apothecaries’
Hall1-1 think there are several of our regulations which
ought not to be enforced with regard to gentlemen who are
going into general practice: first, I think that they should
not require such a high age as twenty-six, of the candidates
who come up for examination: and, secondly, I do not think
that it is necessary that they should have been five years at
a school of medical education; and with respect to attend-
,ance upon hospital practice, I do not think three years’ at-
tendance is essential for a gentleman who is going to practise
Jts a general practitioner, and I do not think it is necessary
,to inquire so deeply into his knowledge of the dead lan-
guages, withaviewto see that he is so highly-educated a person.. 

909. You are aware that the Apothecaries’ Hall examine
-in Latin 1-There is a short examination in Latin.

- 910. Yours is not very long, is it ?-I should think it is ten
times as long as the examination at Apothecaries’ Hall, and
deep in proportion.

911. Do you consider that there should be a difference be-
tween the education of a physician and a surgeon?-Yes, I
think so, certainly.

912. In what respect ?-I think, for a physician to be a
good physician, it is necessary that he should be taught to
exercise his reasoning powers more than a surgeon, whereas
I think a surgeon should have a more perfect knowledge of
anatomy. In those particulars I think that there should be a
great difference between a physician and a surgeon; but
there are other minor points.

913. You say that your examination in anatomy is very
close ?-Yes, but it is very different from surgical anatomy;
we examine in minute anatomy, and structural anatomy,
and physiology, whereas it is of importance to the surgeon
to understand what is called relative anatomy-that is to say,
the relative position of the different parts of the human body,
their course, and distribution.

’ 914. Do you consider that the functions of a surgeon can
be sufficiently exercised with less reasoning powers than the
functions of a physician ?-His duties do not require the con-
sideration of so many circumstances as the duties of the phy-
sician impose upon him; for example, the surgeon does not
undertake the treatment of mental diseases.

916. Do you not consider that the surgeon is frequently
placed in a much more trying position than the physician,
and that a greater command of feeling is necessary, greater
coolness and deliberation, for an adequate discharge of the
duties which devolve upon him ?-Surgeons are very often
placed in very critical positions, where it requires greater de-
cision and greater energy, but not so much cool deliberation
and patient thought.

917. Do you believe that the public would be injured, if a
system of education were pursued which should assure the
examiners as well as the public that all who entered the
profession were thoroughly competent to discharge ,their pro-
fessional duties; do you not conceive that the means of per-
sons who enter the profession should be adequate to obtain
for them that amount of information ?-It would be verv de-
sirable iftlieir means were adequate to enable them to obtain
that amount of information.

918. Have not all the colleges of late years, and all the
institutions which have granted licences, both in England,
Scotland, and Ireland, raised their standard of education 1-
I cannot speak of the institutions in Ireland and in Scotland,
because I am not conversant with what they have done; but
I know that in England the Universities of Cambridge and
Oxford have raised their standard very much; and the Univer-
sity of London has instituted a high standard for their degrees;
and the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, and the Society
of Apothecaries, have all gone on increasing their standards.

920. Has there been any deficiency in the number of stu-
dents in consequence of the standards having been raised?-I
should think that the proportion is rather less than it used to
be, but whether there is a deficiency or not of medical students
I cannot say.

921. You are referring to London; you are aware that pro-
vincial schools have been opened ?-Yes.

922. And in consequence of the reputation of those schools, and
the attendance of students at them, the nU1nba of medical students
in London has di1n1"nished ?-I do not think it has di?yti)?is7te(I
from that cause, if at all; I never heard any of the persons who
had attended at those schools speak of them in high terms; I
believe it has been the cheapness of the education, and the educa-
tion being brought home to them, that has been the inducement to
students to seek their education in those schools 7&middot;ccther than in the
metropolitan schools; that it has not beenfi-om the goodness of t7ce
article. 1 do not think it is possible, irz the nature of things, that
those medical schools can rise to great encirzenzce, from this cause-
that the number of students be-ing small, there is not adequate
remuneration to inchtce men of talent to devote themseh’es to the
subject of tacition; the inducements to such rzen to devote them-
selves to private practice are so great as compared with the
advantages to be obtained from tzcit-ion, that eminent men in t7iose
places will not give their time to tuition.

925. Mr. Hamilton.]-Have you not omitted some branches
on which candidates are examined, such as midwifery and
botany ?-I mentioned, in reply to a question put to me by the
honourable member, that I thought the printed regulations
would inform him better than I could, but that the general
course of examination was so and so; but in addition to what
I stated, the candidates must prove attendance upon courses
of lectures upon certain subjects. Botany is one of those
courses; and they are expected to attend lectures on the prin-
ciples of midwifery, and the principles of surgery, though we
do not examine on the subject of surgery.
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926. Sir R. H. Inglis.]- You were asked to state what was 
I

the number of physicians practising in London, as far as you
could give an approximate answer; will you extend your
answer, and favour the committee with your general view of
the number, of those who are now practising throughout Eng-
land under your licence or under licences obtained by diplomas
from either university ?-I wish I could give the committee
that information, but I have no data upon which I can form
anything like a probable estimate.

927. The president of the college having stated that the
aggregate number of the fellows of the college, and licentiates,
and extra-licentiates, was 671, do you consider that the total
number practising in England will exceed the number of
1000 ?-I dare say that it does; I should say there may be 400
or 500 physicians at least who are practising, principally in
the provinces, and a certain number practising in London, who
are not members of the College of Physicians.

929. Can you state the number of persons who are supposed .
to be practising under the Society of Apothecaries ?-No.

930. Would it surprise you to be told that it is 14,000 ?-
No ; I have heard it stated, but I do not know on what autho-
rity, that there are from 20,000 to 30,000 medical practitioners
hi England and Wales.

931. Do you conceive it possible that the gentlemen who
practise as surgeons, apothecaries, and general practitioners
throughout this country, forming an aggregate of perhaps
20,000, or 23,000, or 25,000 individuals, can be raised, under
any state of society which the world has seen, into a grade of
attainment as high as the class of physicians, a number not
more at the utmost than 1100 or 1200 ?-It would be a source
ef very great satisfaction to me if the wisdom of the legis-
lature was such that they could devise a plan by which those
persons could be so educated; but it appears to me to be an
imaginary case, and not one which can be realized.

932. Your general view is, that every individual should be
educated to the extent of his means, but that that must vary in
each case according to the respective classes in which the
legislature authorized individual candidates to enter the pro-
fession ?&mdash;Yes, that is what I think.

933. Without depreciating the pursuit of high attainments
on the part of the general practitioner in the obscurest village
in England, you do not conceive it possible to raise the stand-
ard generally much above that which exists in this country ? 1
- The qualification of a general practitioner in the present
day is more than respectable, and more than sufficient, I be-
lieve, for his ordinary duties. I do not mean to say that it
may be adequate for all the difficult occasions on which they
may be called upon to act; but I am sure, that with the pecu-
niary means possessed by those who go into that branch of the
profession, you could not impose upon them a much more
expensive or extended education than that which they are
now compelled to undergo.

934. C’/tCK’/’mcK.]&mdash;On what ground is it that a general edu-
cation of a much higher or more ornamental character is
thought necessary for the pure physician than for the pure
surgeon; it appears that an accurate and extensive knowledge
of the ancient languages is not a qualification necessary for
the surgeon ’-It is thought desirable that the physician should
be educated as highly as any other gentleman in the country,
or as any gentleman who is going to enter any other of the
learned professions in this country.

- 935. Is there any distinction in that respect between a sur-
geon mod a physician 1- should be glad to see surgeons edu-
cated in the same way.

936. Is it the fact that at present very few surgeons have
been educated at the universities ?-Very few of them.

937. Do you know one?-Yes, a contemporary of my own,
and one not long after yourself, in the University of Cam-
bridge, the son of the late Professor Farish.

938. It is only very rare ?&mdash;Very rare.
940. Have you known any case in which the family, intend-

ing a young man for a surgeon, have sent him to Cambridge
or Oxford?-It is difficult to recall all the persons I have
known; but I think I know one, the son of the late Dr.
Bostock.

941. It is very rare?-Yes.
942. Is there any reason why a finished English education

should be more important to a physician than a surgeon ?-I
think it is of less importance to a surgeon than to a physician;
And it is considered, I believe, (but I am expressing what I
understand to be the opinions of surgeons more than my own,)
that it is undesirable for young men who are going to practise
as surgeons to be kept so long out of the practical part of
their profession. In surgery there is a great deal that is
manual and operative, in which is required, to make use of a

common term, a sort of apprenticeship. There are many ope-
rations in surgery which are very unpleasant to the feelings,
and it is thought better that young men should get accustomed
to that sort of occupation at an early period, rather than that
they should come to it at a later period, when their feelings
are more likely to be shocked, and they are more likely to
take a disgust of the thing.

943. But when you require so great an amount of classical
attainments from the physician, you do so, I imagine, not
because you think that he is likely to learn much medically
from Galen or Celsus, but because you conceive that those
studies will open and improve the mind ?-That is the chief
reason : I should think it was beneficial in regard to the
general improvement of the mental powers and development
of the medical mind, and not that any particular knowledge
was to be obtained from Galen or Celsus.

944. Is not an improvement of the general mental powers
quite as important for those who mean to cultivate the
science of surgery as for those who mean to attend to medi-
cine ?-It would be desirable in both cases; but a surgeon
can acquire information upon the practical part of the pro-
fess:on, and that is all that is essential for him to carry on his
profession successfully.

945. Is it the fact that the surgeons of England are found
to be, as a class, inferior to the physicians of England; are
they a class who look upon science in a less philosophical
manner than physicians 1-1 think, as a class, they are less
learned, and that in certain branches of science they are less
accomplished.

946. If ave the great discove1’ies which have been made in
modern t&Ugrave;nes in England, in science and learning, been made
more by ph!/sic&iacute;ans than by surgeons, or have not surgeons had a
fair Aare.?&mdash;7M particular department they have had their
share, but in others they have not; their attention has been
directed to some department, and in those they have been preenzi-
nent, but others they have not touched. I 7,now no surgeon who
has advanced chemistry at all.

948. You were asked, in question 548, " Then you hold that
the effect of this law would be distinctly to diminish the fees
of the medical profession;" and your answer was, " I think it
would eventually." The question was then put,&mdash;" Will you
point out in what way it would -have that operation?" and
your answer was,-" I think it would first reduce the profes-
sion to one order or one class, the class being that which is
allowed by law to practise at the lowest qualification; and if
medical men are allowed by law to commence practice with
a moderate qualification, and at an early age, they must be
content to take a moderate remuneration for their services" 2
-I remember making that answer.

949. But if that were the case, should we not find that the re-
’muneration cf surgeons would be much lower than that of phy-
sicians?-I do not know that; a surgeon may be equally well
educated, and equally highly educated for his particular de-
partment, as a physician is for his department; and then it
will depend, of course, upon how an individual estimates the
service of his medical attendant.

950. It is understood to be the fctet that the highest gains of the
surgeon are eqztal to the highest gains of the physician ?-They
are very often larger, from the nature of the practice, and not
from their being more highly estee-rrzecl; attendance upon surgical
patients can be got through ivith much greater rapidity than
attendance upon medical patients.

951. Are there fees paid on surgical operations upon a
higher scale than are ever paid upon medical advice ?-Yes,
very much higher; and a great deal of a surgeon’s income is
made by persons calling upon him at his own house. A sur-
geon can have a much larger number of persons calling at his
house than a physician can; generally speaking, the patient
of the physician is confined to his house or bed, and the phy-
sician has to go to the house; whereas the patient of the sur-
geon comes to his house, and in the same space of time the
surgeon can see twice as many people as the physician can.

952. Is not the line of distinction between the practice of
the surgeon and that of the physician an arbitrary line ?-
There is about the same distinction as there is between night and
day; the one merges into the other, but you can clearly see when
it is night and when it is day.

953. There are a vast number of cases which the surgeon
treats, which are treated by internal remedies, by the admi-
nistration of drugs ? -There are a great many diseases which
are treated by the surgeon which require internal treatment,
and, on the other hand, there are a great many cases which
come under the view of the surgeon which require no internal
treatment; as, for example, accidents occurring to the human
body in a previous state of health, where it is only necessary
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properly to adjust the part; and if the individual be healthy,
nature does the rest.

954. But in the cases where the surgeon has to treat disease
in an internal manner, what he does is in no respect distin-
guishable from what the physician does, and the talent which
the surgeon would require would be, I suppose, precisely the
same as that which the physician would require ?-The dis-
eases, the care of which is usually undertaken by the surgeon,
are different from those, the care of which is usually under-
taken by the physician; but of course there are certain diseases
which are usually treated by the physician, which very closely
trench zepon those which are usually undertaken by the surgeon;
8o that the two provinces do run very much the one into the other.

956. When a surgeon is treating a wound, and fever arises
in connexion with it, is it not the fact that the surgeon treats
the fever as well as the wound ?-The fever which would
arise in consequence of a wound, in a healthy state of the
body, would be very different from the fever which would be
treated by the physician under the name of fever, though it
is called by the same name; the one being merely dependent
upon the state of the wound, and the other being dependent
upon some very occult cause pervading the system generally.

957. Mr. Hamilton.]-Do the same differences between the
physician and surgeon exist abroad which exist in this

country ?-No, I believe not; the divisions of the profession
in our country are rather more in accordance with the insti-
tutions of the country; whereas in foreign countries, perhaps,
the profession is more regulated according to the institutions
and divisions of society in those countries.

959. Is the physician abroad considered to be better edu-
cated than the surgeon abroad ?-That differs materially in
different countries. In France, as far as I recollect, the edu-
cation of physicians and surgeons is nearly the same, the
difference is very slight; whereas, in Germany, the surgeon
is a very inferior person.

960. Sir J. Graham.] You were asked, in No. 541, this
question:-" Is it not the fact, that the practice of a medical
man of eminence depends upon the amount of his scientific
information ?" and your answer was&mdash;" In a metropolis like
this it would be so; but in country villages, and even in many
parts of the metropolis, his scientific information would be
rather a bar to his success than otherwise." Will you explain
under what circumstances scientific information would be a
bar to the success of a medical practitioner ?-When I had
that question asked me with respect to scientific information,
I answered the question in a broader sense than perhaps it was
intended: upon hearing the question, I thought it was meant
to refer to extended education generally, and in my answer I
meant to refer to literary as well as scientific attainments;
and it is my opinion, that if a man were educated above his
station, and educated to the highest point that medical men
are educated in the metropolis, he would not succeed so well
in practice among the poorer classes of society in country
villages and in the manufacturing and mining districts, as he
would do if he were a person less highly educated, and more
likely to associate with his patients.

961. Is your meaning, that he would be above his business
and above his patients ?-I would not say so much that he
would be above his work, as that he would be placed out of
relation with the persons with whom he would have to asso-
ciate, and amongst whom he had to practise.

962. It was in that sense that you used the expression " bar
to success"?-It was, and not in reference merely to scientific
information.

964. Colonel T. Wood.] Are you not of opinion that a person
of a superior education going among the lower classes, would
meet with more success than a person of less high attainments ? 
He would be more successful in the treatment of diseases, but
not more successful in securing a large practice.

965. Do not you think that he would be more acceptable to the
people ?-I do not think so; they would think him so much oj
a gentleman that they would not consult him. I have remon-
strated with country people on many occasions when I have been in
the country, and they have taken advantage of my being in the
country to ask my opinion upon their cases, and I have remon-
strated with them for going to the chemists and druggists, to seek
their advice, instead of the medical man, and I have had this
answer given me,-" He is so much of a gentleman I do not like
to go to him." Therefore I infer, that if a highly educated gentle-
man went into cc country village, or into a part where education
was not so much diffused, the people would not appreciate those
high qualifications, but it would be rather a bar to the success of
the individual among that class of persons.

966. In the instance you stated, was it not the apprehension
that they would have to pay a higher fee which deterred them

from going to the medical man ?-That might operate on their
minds; but the expressions that they have used have led me to
infer that they did not feel at ease with the individual; that
they could not talk to him in the way they liked.

967. Sir J. Graham.] The bone-setter can frequently com-
pete successfully with the general practitioner ?-No doubt;
and he often gains a very large practice.

Francis Hawkins, M.D., called in, and examined.
968. Sir J. Grcc7aam.] You are Registrar of the College of

Physicians ?-I am.
971. Do you remember the first Bill which I had the

honour of introducing towards the close of the Session of 1844 ? 
I have a recollection of that Bill.

972. Was that Bill brought under the consideration of the
College of Physicians ?-It was.

973. In what way was it brought under their notice, officially
by me, or from general notoriety was their attention directed
to it ?-It was first brought under the notice of the College of
Physicians, or I should say, perhaps, of a committee of the
College of Physicians, appointed to confer with the govern-
ment and various public bodies, respecting enactments relative
to medical laws, by a letter which you were good enough to
address to the President, stating your intention of introducing
a Bill with certain objects; and you stated that if certain
alterations were made in the constitution of the college, you
would feel it to be in your power to recommend to her
Majesty’s Government that the power of the College of Phy-
sicians, as an examining body, should be considerably ex-
tended.

980. The negotiation between the Secretary of State and
the College of Physicians, beginning in 1844, was continued
throughout the recess of 1844 and during the session of 1845,
prior to the introduction of the Bill in May, 1845 ?-It was so
continued.

982. I introduced a Bill in February, 1845, and another in
May, 1845; was the final agreement between the Crown and
the College of Physicians, with respect to the amended
charter, completed before February, 1845, or not till May,
1845 ?-Before February, 1845, as far as the College of Phy-
sicians was concerned, all the negotiations between yourself
and the college had been completed for some time; they
stood over till you could effect to your own satisfaction various
changes which you were obliged to effect with reference to
other branches of the profession; the negotiation respecting
the charter had ceased for some time before the discussions
on the Bill, which you found it necessary to alter several
times in several important respects.

983. The question arose about granting a charter of incor-
poration to general practitioners, which created the necessity
for some variation in the terms of your proposed charter, with
reference to the agreement with the college exclusively?-
Yes, that question did arise, and it caused a variation in the
Bill; but it did not affect the charter, which related to the
internal constitution of the college. Certainly, the college
did not approve of the alteration which you thought proper
to introduce with reference to general practitioners: and the
college stated in a paper, dated the 18th of June,1845, that it
approved of the Bill as you originally intended to introduce
it, more than of the subsequently altered Bill.

985. Has a negotiation been carried on with the present
Secretary of State for the Home Department ?-Only so far
as this: the college has presented a memorial to the Secretary
of State for the Home Department, stating their reasons for
suggesting various alterations, and explaining the nature of
the alterations which they have thought it proper to make sub-
sequently to the arrangement entered into with you.

988. As it was proposed to give powers to the Crown to
alter the charter, it was thought right to give to Parliament
a draft of the proposed instrument?-Undoubtedly it was.

990. The proposed alterations deal with several acknow.
ledged imperfections in your existing charter?-They do.

991. Will you state what are the principal alterations, first
with respect to the portion of your body termed the elects?-
The elects, without being formally deposed, were not to be
mentioned in the new charter, which it was thought would
amount to the same thing. The elects and the college have
a divided jurisdiction, one board having the power to grant
licences for the London district, and a different board having
the power to grant licences out of the London district. That
had been found to be extremely inconvenient, and had been
followed by injurious consequences; it was understood that
the college was to be made no longer a College of Physicians
for London only, but a College of Physicians for England, and
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that the power now possessed by the elects, conjointly with
the English universities, of granting licences to practise as
physicians out of the London district, should be transferred to
the college, which has at present only the power of licensing
physicians for the London district.

992. The anomaly of a double examining body has been
found to be an imperfection in your constitution?-A very
great imperfection, for those different bodies are not bound to
maintain a uniform standard, and they have taken different
views of the duties which they have to perform. The licence
for the country district for many years was required only by
those persons who had been, perhaps, general practitioners in
the country, and who by long experience had acquired a right
to practise as consulting practitioners-to assume, in fact, a
senior grade in the profession. Now it was not thought that
persons in that class ought to be submitted to an examination
of exactly the same kind as young men educated to enter at
once into the higher class ought to undergo. These were

persons of advanced age, residing in a part of the country
where they had acquired a high character, and where they
were looked upon almost in the light of physicians ; it was
thought that a short examination, not entering so much into
the extent of their preliminary education, would be more
proper for them; they were required to come only once; and
an examination of a more limited nature, and confined rather
to practical subjects, was thought, for many years, sufficient
for them. But this extra licence has of late come into much
greater demand, partly, I believe, from the expected changes
in the medical profession, which has caused many persons to
wish at once to secure certain vested rights, of which they
thought they would not be deprived afterwards, and partly, I
think, from the spirit of the times, which has led many persons
to think that they ought not to be confined to a lower grade
in the profession; but many persons have thought that they
were entitled at once to assume the higher grade, who, to the
best of my belief, would not have thought so some years ago;
and it was supposed that they could obtain a legal title to be
physicians, at least in the country, by applying for the extra 
licence of the college. Regulations adapted for one state of
things are often not altered quite so fast as the state of cir-
cumstances may alter; and as the same regulations were con-
tinued, at first adopted for reasons which I have endeavoured
to explain, although under an altered state of circumstances,
the demand for the extra licence had become greater; the
extra licence became a sort of side-door by which many persons
sought to gain admission, with less trouble and less expense,
into the order of physicians.

993. Though the state of matters, as regards physicians, has
been most extensively altered since the granting of your
charter, which I think bears date in the reign of Henry the
Eighth, the constitution of the governing body has not been
changed since that time :-In no respect; the charter having
been confirmed by an Act of Henry the Eighth, and subse-
quently additions having been made to it by another Act of
the same reign, there has been no alteration whatever made
since that; other charters have been granted to the College
of Physicians, but they have not been formally accepted, and
they have never been acted upon.

994. What is the number of the elects?-Eight; and it is
their office to choose one of themselves to be president of the
college.

995. What is the qualification of the elects?-They are to
be eight of the most learned and discreet of the college.

996. How is their learning and discretion tested ?-It is re-
quired that they should be examined, but they are generally
men of such an age and standing that the college have not
thought it necessary to submit them to any formal examina-
tion ; they are thoroughly acquainted with them.

997. Then, without any inquiry, age is taken as the test of
superior wisdom and discretion?-At the present time it has
come to be so.
998. Therefore, virtually, the qualification of an elect is age

greater than that of the other members of the body?-His
standing in the body is taken as one test, and also his residence
in London; if he were resident out of London, the elects would
not choose him.

999. The president must by the charter be one of the elects?
- The eight elects must choose one of themselves annually to
be the president of the college.

1000. Therefore, as the college is now constituted, the
fellows cannot choose for their president a man preeminent
for wisdom, and discretion, and skill, unless he be one of the
elects, which, practically, is one of the eight oldest men of the
body ?-The fellows have no voice at all in the election of a
president ; the charter of Henry the Eighth appoints eight

elects, and they are annually to choose one of themselves to
be president of the College of Physicians; and in the letter to
which you have alluded, which you wrote to the college, you
said that the internal constitution of the college appeared to
you to be susceptible of improvement, and you pointed to this
as one part in which it might be improved.

1001. Seniority may be taken as the rule in the appointment
of the elects_?-Yes. 

1002. Mr. Wakley.]-Was Dr. Paris the senior elect when
he was chosen president ?-He was not the senior elect; he
was an elect, or he could not have been chosen as president.

1003. Sir J. Graham.]-I stipulated that the mode of &pound;
electing the elects and the presidents should be changed;
was that stipulation accepted or rejected by the college ?-It
was accepted; and the new proposed charter provides a dif-
ferent mode of electing the president.

1004. That imperfection was removed by the charter which
the Crown proposed to grant ?-It was.

1005. Will you state what was substituted as the mode of
choosing the president of the governing body?-The mode
substituted was that the fellows at large should elect a certain
number of themselves, sixteen, to be called consiliarii, and

1006. There is no objection on the part of the college to
putting in the proposed charter ?-No objection, at all; I will
put in the proposed charter, as it stood at the close of the
discussion with you.-[ The Witness here delivered in the Draft oj
Charter.] It was arranged that at the meeting of the fellows
held for the election of the new president, the council of the said
corporation should, out of the first fifty fellows in the list of
fellows of the corporation, nominate one to be proposed to
the fellows of the corporation, to be by them elected presi-
dent."

1007. Have you not found that your controlling power,
even over your own members under the charter, as it now
exists, is an imperfect power ?-Undoubtedly it is imperfect.

1008. You are aware of the power which, under a new
charter granted by the Crown, has been given to the College
of Surgeons, increasing its control over its members ?-The
College of Physicians highly approves of that increased
power of expulsion in certain cases, and it was proposed that
a similar clause should be provided in the new charter of the
College of Physicians.

1010. What other material alterations in your constitution
were then agreed upon ?-The principal alteration-was the
disposing otherwise of the duties now assigned to the elects-
namely, the election of president, to which we have now
alluded, and also its separate jurisdiction. It was agreed
upon also that the number of fellows should be limited to
two hundred, or to such a number as should bear the same
proportion to the existing number of physicians, fellows, and
licentiates, as the number two hundred then bore.

1011. You have stated that, there being two distinct bodies
of examiners in the college, as it is now constituted, an
inequality of standard of examination has been thereby in-
troduced, in some instances lowering the standard itself; was
that guarded against by the amended charter ?-It was ar-
ranged that the admission of members to the college should
be confined to persons of a certain qualification, which should
not be lower than the qualification which was then insisted
upon by the college.

1013. The getting rid of two modes of examining, and two
bodies of examiners, would have been an additional security
for the maintenance of a single standard ?-Undoubtedly.

1015. Does your experience, as registrar of the college for
eighteen years, and your knowledge of the medical profession,
in which you hold a distinguished station, lead you to object
to the Bill in all the particulars set forth in that petition ?-
In every one of them: I am convinced, from my experience for
a good many years as registrar of the college, that if that Bill
were to pass into law, all the objects which the college has had
in view, from its very foundation I may say, would be most
materially impaired. If persons with much lower qualifi-
cations, who could obtain a legal qualification from other
bodies, to practise under this Bill, might at once be allowed
to practise, if they chose, as physicians, I do not think that
the number that would come to the College of Physicians,
and over whose education the college could exercise any con-
trol, would be large, because at the present time numbers are
constantly applying to me, as registrar, to know whether they
can become physicians, with qualifications very inferior to
those which the College of Physicians will admit: when I in-
quire into their qualifications, they are very much surprised,
when it is my unpleasant duty to inform them, that they
have not the qualifications necessary.

(To be continued.)


